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SUBJECT: 1974 FRENCH SENATORIAL ELECTIONS: LEFT GAINS, 

UDR LOSES, BUT OVERALL LITTLE CHANGE 

REF: PARIS 22387 

1. SENATORIAL ELECTIONS SEPTEMBER 22 PRODUCED FEW 
SURPRISES BUT APPEARED TO CONFIRM VOTING TENDENCIES 
DISPLAYED IN THE MARCH 1973 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
AND THE MAY 1974 PRESIDENTIALS . FOR THE 88 (OF 283) 
CONTESTED SEATS IN THIS YEAR'S TRIENNIAL ELECTIONS, 

THE COMMUNISTS AND THE SOCIALISTS EACH GAINED TWO SEATS 
AND THE GISCARDIAN MAJORITY MORE OR LESS HELD ITS OWN. 
BIGGEST LOSERS WERE THE GAULLISTS (UDR), WHO LOST THREE 
SEATS, ALTHOUGH UDR SECRETARY GENERAL SANGUINETTI 
BRAVELY CLAIMED THAT THE ELECTIONS CONFIRMED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF HIS PARTY. 
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2. SIX FORMER MINISTERS ARE AMONG THE ELECTED, MOST 
PROMINENT BEING RAYMOND MARCELLIN (RI), FORMER 
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MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND OF JUSTICE, AND EX-GAULLIST 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MAURICE SCHUMANN, 

WHOSE ELECTION IN THE LEFT-ORIENTED NORD WAS A MILD 
SURPRISE. AMONG THE 46 SENATORS TAKING SEATS FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IS ROGER POUDONSON, PRESENTLY SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR THE PUBLIC FUNCTION; POUDONSON MUST ROW 
LEAVE THE GOVERNMENT OR TURN OVER HIS SEAT TO HIS 
SUPPLEANT. 

3. DUE TO THE INDIRECT METHOD OF SELECTION AND THE 
PROMINENT PLAY GIVEN LOCAL ISSUES, THE SENATE ELECTIONS 
ARE NOT A GENUINE TEST OF THE GOVERNMENT IN POWER 
(REFTEL). FURTHERMORE, SENATE PARTY AND GROUP LABELS 
DO NOT NECESSARILY CONFORM TO THOSE IN THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY. THUS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DISCERN CLEARLY 
THE POLITICAL LINE-UP IN THE SENATE UNTIL ITS 
SESSION BEGINS IN EARLY OCTOBER. BUT THE GOVERNMENT 
APPEARS TO COMMAND A SAFE MAJORITY IN THE RELATIVELY 
WEAK UPPER HOUSE. 

IRWIN 
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